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1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 6/28/2004. 

2. Claims 1-6, 9-3 1 are allowed. 


REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the cited prior arts 
taken alone or in combination fail to disclose, in combination with other claimed Umitations, a 
first custom action table having a plurality of action columns for specifying data corresponding 
to aspects of an installation action that may be taken as part of a standardized data-driven 
installation and at least one action row for representing an individual installation action taken as 
part of a standardized data-driven software installation; read an action value from at least one 
action column of the action row and causing an action specified by the action value to be 
performed by a computer as part of a standardized data-driven software installation as recited in 
independent claims 1 and 15 and as pointed out by the applicant on pp. 11-12 of the remark filed 
on 6/28/2004; the cited prior arts taken alone or in combination fail to disclose, in combination 
with other claimed limitations, a first custom action table having a plurality of action columns for 
specifying data corresponding to aspects of an installation action that may be taken as part of a 
standardized data-driven installation and at least one action row for representing an individual 
installation action taken as part of a standardized data-driven software installation, reading the 
individual action from the database; identifying a type for the individual action, executing the 
individual action in a manner based upon the type for the individual action; communicating the 
results of the execution of the individual action to the installation program as recited in 
independent claims 9 and 20 and as pointed out by the applicant on pp. 11-12 of the remark filed 
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on 6/28/2004; the cited prior arts taken alone or in combination fail to disclose, in combination 
with other claimed limitations, during a predetermined data processing operation the action is 
read from the source specified by the second data field and submitted to an operating system 
component determined by the fourth data field and wherein the action is started from a location 
determined by the third data field as recited in independent claim 26 and as pointed out by the 
apphcant on pp. 10-12 of the remark filed on 6/28/2004; the cited prior arts taken alone or in 
combination fail to disclose, in combination with other claimed limitations, an installation engine 
module operative to read an action value from one of said action columns and the action row and 
to cause a custom action specified by the action value for vaUdating a portion of a software 
installation to be performed by a computer as recited in independent claim 27 and as pointed out 
by the apphcant on pp. 1 1-12 of the remark filed on 6/28/2004. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance " 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wei Y Zhen whose telephone number is (703) 305-0437. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached on (703) 305-4552. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Wei Zhen 
9/16/2004 
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